
Creating a better future through brain injury prevention, research, education and advocacy 

TBI Incidence

TBI

On an annual basis in the United States: 

� 1.5 million people will sustain a TBI annually.1

� 50,000 people will die annually as a result of TBI.1

� 80,000 people annually experience the onset of long-term disabilities following TBI.1

� There are currently 5.3 million Americans living with a disability as a result of a TBI.1

A Comparison of Traumatic Brain Injury and Leading Injuries or Diseases

Breast Cancer

On an annual basis in the United States:

� In 1999 there were 175,000 new instances of breast cancer in women and 1,300 new instances in men.4

� In 1999, 43,300 women and 400 men died from breast cancer.4
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HIV/AIDS

On an annual basis in the United States:

� The following number of people died from an AIDS-related illness:2

1999 - 16,273 1998 - 17,930 1997 - 21,923 1996 - 37,787

1995 - 50,610 1994 - 49,869 1993 - 45,381

� The following number of people were diagnosed with HIV/AIDS:3

1996 - 60,618 1997 - 49,704 1998 - 43,681

Sources:
1. Centers for Disease Control.  "Traumatic Brain Injury in the United States:  A Report to Congress." www:  Centers for Disease Control, (January 16, 2001)  

http:   www.cdc.gov/ncipc/pub-res/tbicongress.htm.

2. Centers for Disease Control. “CDC Division of HIV/AIDS Prevention,” WWW: Centers for Disease Control, (January 16, 2001) 

http: www.cdc.gov/hiv/stats/hasr1201/table26.htm#fig26

3. Centers for Disease Control. "HIV/AIDS Surveillance Report, U.S. HIV and AIDS cases reported through December 1999, Year-End edition, Vol. 11, No. 2 

(Estimated Adult/Adolescence AIDS incidence by year of Diagnosis)," WWW: Centers for Disease Control. (January 16, 2001)  http: www.cdc.gov/hiv/stats/hasr1102.pdf   

4. American Cancer Society. "Cancer Facts and Figures 1999, Selected Cancers," WWW: American Cancer Society, (January 16, 2001) 

http:www.cancer.org/statistics/cff99/selectedcancers.html

5. Centers for Disease Control. "SafeUSA - What you should know about Spinal Cord Injury," WWW: Centers for Disease Control, (January 16, 2001) 

http: www.cdc.gov/safeusa/home/sci.htm

6. National Multiple Sclerosis Society. "MS, The Diease," WWW: National Multiple Sclerosis Society, (January 16, 2001) http://63.141.175.23/MS%20the%20Disease.asp

Multiple Sclerosis

On an annual basis in the United States:

� It is estimated that 10,400 people are diagnosed with MS on a yearly basis, broken down to 200 new 
instances per week.6

Spinal Cord Injury

On an annual basis in the United States:

� Nearly 11,000 people sustain a traumatic spinal cord injury.5

� More than 190,000 people in the U.S. live with paralysis caused by spinal cord injury.5

� 85 percent of all spinal cord injury patients who survive 24 hours after their injury are still living ten 
years after the incident.5


